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Editor’s Note: This story arrived 
from Canadian Quad City dis-
tributor Bryan Quickmire, who 
attended the event.

Last fall, some 250 enthusiasts 
gathered at Erie Airpark, in Illi-
nois, to celebrate a major mile-
stone: The 25th anniversary of 
the Quad City Challenger line of 
aircraft. A quarter century of con-
tinuous operation with the same 
ownership and management is 
quite an achievement in the avia-
tion universe and especially in the 
world of kit aircraft. Quad City 
has manufactured more than 3500 
Challengers to date.

A flock of 56 Challengers was 
arrayed in neat rows along the 
flight line. They dated from the 
1980s to the present, and included 
single- and two-seaters, long wings 
and clip wings. All of the popular 
engines were represented as well as 

On final to Erie Airpark last fall, to the Challenger’s 25th birthday party. Fans of lightweight, 
wind-in-your-armpits flying will find this an enticing image. All told, 56 Challengers met for the 
reunion party.
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Challenger Enjoys 
a Birthday Quad City’s prolific design turns 25, 

aims for bigger things.
By Bryan QuickMire
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